THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XII.

civil power as being, compared with that of their own
chief, merely secular, earthly, profane. It may be con-
jectured that to meet this reproach, no less injurious than
insulting, Frederick or his advisers began to use in public
documents the expression ' Holy Empire;' thereby wish-
ing to assert the divine institution and religious duties
of the office he held. Previous Emperors had called
themselves ' Catholici/ * Christiani/ ' ecclesise defen-
sores u ; ' now their State itself is consecrated an earthly
theocracy. ' Deus Romanum imperium adversus schisma
ecclesise prseparavit */ writes Frederick to the English
Henry IL The theory was one which the best and
greatest Emperors, Charles, Otto the Great, Henry III,
had most striven to carry out ; it continued to be zea-
lously upheld when it had long ceased to be practicable.
In the proclamations of mediaeval kings there is a con-
stant dwelling on their Divine commission. Power in an
age of violence sought to justify while it enforced its
commands, to make brute force less brutal by appeals
to a higher sanction. This is seen nowhere more than
in the style of the German sovereigns : they delight in
the phrases * maiestas sacrosanctay,' * imperator divina or-
dinante providentia/ * divina pietate/ ' per misericordiam
Dei;' many of which were preserved till, like those used
now by other European kings, like our own 'Defender of
the Faith/ they had become at last more grotesque than
solemn. The freethinking Emperor Joseph II, at the
end of the eighteenth century, was 'Advocate of the
Christian Church,' ' Vicar of Christ/ ' Imperial head of
the faithful/ 'Leader of the Christian army/ 'Pro-
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* Apostolic majesty ' was the

proper title of the king of Hungary.
The Austrian court has recently
revived it.